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NOTICESNOTICES
As per the provisions of Article IV, Sec-
tion 6 of the Georgia District of Kiwanis 
International Bylaws, the minutes of the 
2019-20 Board Meeting held on Friday, 

March 6, 2020, in McDonough, Georgia are 
available for review from your appropriate 
Lt. Governor or from the District Offi ce.

**********
The next schedule meeting for the 2019-20 
Board of Trustees of the Georgia District 
of Kiwanis International will be held on 
Friday, August, 21, 2020, at 2:00 p.m., at 

the Savannah Riverfront Marriott located at 
100 General McIntosh, Savannah, Georgia.

**********
The fi rst scheduled meeting for the 2020-

21 Board of Trustee of the Georgia District 
of Kiwanis International will be held on 

Friday, August 21, 2020, at 3:30 p.m., at the 
Savannah Riverfront Marriott located at 100 

General McIntosh, Savannah, Georgia.
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Greetings fellow Georgia Kiwanians!
 My name is Darryl Gumz and I am hon-

ored to ask for your vote as a candidate for 
the offi ce of Vice Governor of our Georgia 
District of Kiwanis. I have been married 
to Wanda Gumz for over 41 years and she 
shares my love of Kiwanis as a member of 
both the Winder and Jefferson clubs. We 
have two children and four grandchildren. 
Wanda and I serve together at Crossroads 
Church of Jackson County.
If elected.....

My goal is to help our clubs gain new 
energy and to revitalize their memberships. 
I want to ensure all of our clubs and mem-
bers develop a deeper understanding and 
appreciation for the value they bring to 
their communities as Kiwanis! I would like 
to increase communication to all members. 
There are many untapped opportunities that 
your clubs and their members can access 
through Kiwanis International, the Georgia 
District, and even your own Division. As a 

member of the District Board, my intent is 
to ensure that every club and every member 
become aware of these resources and learn 
how to use them in ways to strengthen our 
membership and service to our communi-
ties. Together, we can continue to improve 
our standing among Kiwanians around the 
world in ways that encourage them to learn 
from our great work and outstanding peo-
ple. Kiwanis is also about having fun while 
making a difference in a world that keeps 
changing. With this in mind, I look forward 
to working with each of you in fi nding fun 
and creative ways to serve the needs of the 
children and communities that need us now 
more than ever. I hope you will share that 
passion with me.
My Kiwanis background.....
 • Lieutenant Governor for Division 7 
three times (twice Distinguished)
 • District Chair and Site Coordinator for  
Key Leader
 • Kiwanis Advisor for two Key Clubs

 • Opened and charter member of 5 clubs
 • Co-Chair for Existing Club Growth
 • Established Bring Up Grades (BUG) 

Meet Darryl Gumz, Candidate for Vice Governor
Darryl Gumz

 The COVID-19 pandemic has affected 
many aspects of our lives, including Ki-
wanis activities. The District Board has 
been carefully monitoring the evolving 
conditions, including State and Federal re-
strictions and guidelines. Particularly, the 
District Board has carefully considered 
whether to hold this year’s annual Dis-
trict Convention, scheduled to take place 
August 21-23, 2020 in Savannah, Geor-
gia. Many factors have been considered, 
but the most important factor is the health 
and well-being of our Kiwanis members 
and their families, associates and commu-
nities. 
 District bylaws provide for other meth-
ods to conduct district elections and 
vote on amendments and resolutions in 
emergency conditions such as these. At 
this time, based on the best information 
we know or anticipate, the District Board 
has decided to CANCEL this year’s con-
vention and instead have a “called meeting 
of all persons having the status of Dele-
gate-At-Large”. This would be made up 
of the current Offi cers, District Board,Past 
Governors, and all, Past Lt. Governors. 
Therefore, in accordance with the Dis-

CALL TO 2020 DISTRICT CONVENTION
trict Bylaws, we are hereby providing 
60 days’ notice that the meeting of the 
Delegates-At-Large will take place, but in 
an abbreviated format as follows: Friday, 
August 21st Finance Meeting, Foundation 
Meeting, 2019-20 Board Meeting, 2020-
21 Board Meeting, and Past Lt. Governor’s 
Meeting – No Dinner – Saturday, August 
22nd House of Delegates, Installation of 
Offi cers – Lunch - Adjourn.
 An online form will be published on the 
District Website for the Delegates-At-Large 
to register for this meeting.
 If you registered prior to the Board can-
celling the Convention your registration 
and meal fees will be refunded.

program in several schools
A little about me.....
 I retired from the United States Air Force
and also served as Chief Parole Offi cer in
my area and as an International Certifi ed
Alcohol and Drug Counselor before com-
pletely retiring. I received my BA in Com-
munity Services from Saint Martin’s Col-
lege and my MS in Criminal Justice from
the University of Cincinnati. I joined the
Kiwanis Club of Winder in 1999 and have
served in every position in the club multi-
ple times.
  I’m asking for your vote, and I believe the
combination of my work experience and
my Kiwanis experience will help us all to
work together for a better Kiwanis here in
Georgia. Wanda and I look forward to serv-
ing you as we continue to grow the great
Georgia District of Kiwanis. I appreciate
your vote

Kids need KiwanisKids need Kiwanis



 

The Governor’s
Message

Andy Pipkin
Governor Georgia Kiwanis District

dawgandkat94@gmail.com
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The Georgia Kiwanian (USPS 217-020;
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For a subscription price of four dollars per
year (included in membership dues) by
the Georgia District of Kiwanis at 4875
Riverside Drive, Suite 204, Macon, GA

31210. 
Periodicals postage paid at Macon, GA.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes
to The Georgia Kiwanian, PO Box 6618,
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GEORGIA KIWANIAN AD RATES
(Please have all ads camera ready)

Size Requirement Cost Per Issue
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All items must be in the District Offi ce by the First of the Month.  If you are planning a 
fund-raiser for your club, please send in your information three months prior to the event, so 

people can plan to attend your event.
Georgia District Offi ce of Kiwanis, P. O. Box 6618, Macon, GA  31208, Or email it to:

 alexia@kiwanis.mgacoxmail.com

Graduated Dues New Member
for the Georgia District

Month Amount for Georgia Amount for KI Total Amount Due
October $30.00 $50.00 $80.00
November $30.00 $50.00 $80.00
December $25.00 $50.00 $75.00
January $25.00 $50.00 $75.00
February $20.00 $50.00 $70.00
March $20.00 $50.00 $70.00
April $15.00 $50.00 $65.00
May $15.00 $50.00 $65.00
June $10.00 $50.00 $60.00
July $10.00 $50.00 $60.00
August $5.00 $50.00 $55.00
September $5.00 $50.00 $55.00
All payments submitted to Kiwanis International.

In Memoriam
Henry Edwin Ahola
Jonquil City, Smyrna

James B. Blackburn
Savannah

Rosa B. Blanks
Griffi n

Christa Joy Chase
Jonquil City, Smyrna

Lee Dickens, Jr.
Milledgeville

Adam Edge
Suwanee

Thomas U. Lassiter, Jr.
Lost Mountain

L. Allan Lipsett
Jonquil City, Smyrna

Dr. Isaac A. Maxwell, Jr.
Columbus

Eugene P. McDonald
Skidaway

Maurice C. McNay
Lost Mountain

Mary Mills
Coweta County

Ron Ponsell
Spalding County

Willie J. Tyson
Perry

If you have an event you would like to share, 
please send a picture and caption to 
alexia@kiwanis.mgacoxmail.com

for the next publication.

Communities Need Kiwanis
 As all of us have experienced, we are living in very unusual times. I hope that each 
one of you are safe and healthy. I also hope that your loved ones and friends are also 
safe and healthy. In spite of the circumstances it has given us the opportunity to reach 
out and help our communities. I have seen us help by making masks for our commu-
nities, to take dollars that you collect from your members for meals and feed different 
needy people in your community and to give in so many ways.
 I want to thank you for continuing to stay in contact with your members by meeting 
in some form or just contacting them to make sure that they are okay. Kiwanians are 
very special people and want to serve their community.
 My pen for this year is Communities need Kiwanis and during this time that pen has 
special meaning. Let’s make our communities proud that they have a Kiwanis Club that 
is there for them. Thanks for all you do.

 First, I hope this fi nds everyone safe and 
healthy during this stress full time.  We 
have a new way of doing things with the 
COVID 19 pandemic, and as we open up 
business remember to practice the best 
practices for your health.
Kiwanis International Convention Can-
celled
 The Kiwanis International Convention in 
Indianapolis, Indiana has been cancelled.  
They will have a called Council Meeting, 
consisting of the current District Gover-
nors, Kiwanis International Trustees, and 
Past Kiwanis International Presidents. At 
this meeting they will take care of the busi-
ness of Kiwanis and elect the International 
Offi cers.
District Convention Cancelled
 The District Convention in Savannah, 
Georgia has been cancelled by our District 
Board.  Instead of having a Convention we 
will have a “called meeting of all persons 
having the status of Delegate-At-Large.”  
This will be made up of the current District 

Offi cers, District Board, Past Governors,
and all Past Lt. Governors that are active.
They will conduct the business of the Dis-
trict on Saturday morning, August 22, 2020
in Savannah, Georgia.  
Club Election Reports
 Since many of our clubs are not meeting,
please fi nd a way to elect your club offi cers
for the 2020-21 year.  If you cannot do it in
person, it may be done on a Zoom call, or
by email. Please submit your offi cers elec-
tronically on the secretary’s dashboard as
soon as possible.  
New Member Fee Waived Temporarily
 The Georgia District Board of Trustees
voted to follow suit with Kiwanis Interna-
tional and waive the new member add fee.
This will apply to new members of exist-
ing Kiwanis Clubs. The waiver will apply
to anyone who joins from April 22, 2020 to
September 30, 2020.
 In closing, thank you for all you and your
clubs are doing during this time to help
your community!

New Member Ad Fees waived April 22

New Member Ad Fees waived April 22ndnd  through September 30. 2020

 through September 30. 2020

 Isn’t it interesting the language that is 
developed in times like these? Suddenly 
everyone is speaking and using the same 
words as everyone else.
This is why I have come to loathe the “v” 
word everyone else is talking about. You 
know which one I am referring to… It be-
gins with “v” and ends with “irus.”
But, what if we substituted it with our own 
“V” word? (Yes, capital V!) This V is for 
Victory! Victory over:
 • Circumstances.
 • What people say is going to happen that 
may or may not happen.
 • Depression.
 • Fear and anxiety.
 I know this is easier said than done, but 
here is something I have practiced for years 
when having to deal with hard things:
 Any time I have to address a situation 
that I just don’t want to, I simply remem-
ber that the day after tomorrow, this will 
all be behind me. What will it look like? I 
can’t answer that. But knowing that it will 
be in the past, I can focus on what I want 

Cathy Szymanski
Kiwanis Counselor to Georgia
cathy@szy.com

my future to look like when “this” is in the 
past.
 So, right now, focus on your communi-
ty’s, and be ready for the onslaught of new 
members and service that I truly believe is 
coming… coming when this is in the past. 
Because whether it’s tomorrow, the day af-
ter, or still a little further out, nothing lasts 
forever.
I would love to join you on your virtual 
meetings, please reach out to me with your 
meeting information.
 I am always available to help you and 
your clubs. Just reach out to myself or 
Governor Andy. You have a huge resource 
in Governor Andy and his team. They are 
all staying alert and focused on your com-
munity’s and are ready to jump in and help.
 I want to thank you for your continued 
support of your community. United we 
stand, divided we fall, words that sing so 
true today.
 Thank you again for all of your time. Be 
safe and healthy and remain STRONG.



Div. Club ......................Growth
1..... Atlanta ...........................+1
1..... Galleria - N.W. Atlanta +2
1..... Northside Atlanta .........+1
2..... Barnsville .......................+1
2..... Columbus ......................+6
2..... Griffi n ............................+4
2..... Thomaston .....................+3
3..... Coweta County .............+2
3..... Grantville ......................+1
3 ......White Oak Golden K .........+1
4..... Brunswick .....................+3
4..... Pooler .............................+3
4..... Richmond Hill ...............+1
4..... Saint Marys ...................+3
4..... Skidaway .....................+12
5..... Albany Golden K ..........+1
5..... Americus........................+2 
5..... Cario ..............................+2
6..... Columbia County .........+1
6..... Uptown Augusta ...........+1
6..... Washington ...................+1
7..... Classic City, Athens ......+1
7..... Hartwell .........................+1
7..... West Jackson .................+1
8..... Duluth-Norcross ...........+3
8..... Gainesville .....................+5
8..... Lawrenceville ................+2
8..... Suwanee .........................+2
9..... Crawford County .........+5
9..... Forsyth-Monroe County +14
9..... Jones County .................+1
9..... Macon County ..............+7
9..... Milledgeville ..................+1
9..... Perry ..............................+2
10... Blairsville .......................+3
10... Blue Ridge .....................+4

10... Clarksville .....................+1
10... Cleveland .......................+4
10... Cornelia .........................+1
10... Dahlonega/Lumpkin Co. +1
10... Dawson County .............+1
11 ... Cartersville ....................+1
11 ... Bowden ..........................+1
12 .. Cedartown .....................+1
12... Fairfi eld Plantation ......+1
12... Rockmart .......................+3
12... Villa Rica-Temple .........+5
13... Cordele ..........................+3
13... Fitzgeraldd ....................+2
13... Moultrie .........................+3
13... Sylvester ........................+3
14... Brookhaven-Chamblee +18
14... Doraville-Tucker ...........+1
14... Historic Roswell ............+1
15... Greater Cherokee .......+10
15... Greater South Cobb .....+3
15... Jonquil City ...................+3
15... Lost Mountain ..............+1
15... Metro Marietta .............+1
16... Jonesborro .....................+1
16... Lithonia-Stonecrest ......+2
16... Metro Atlanta ................+1
16... West End Atlanta ..........+4
17... Baxley ............................+1
17... Brooklet .........................+2
17... Douglas ..........................+5
17... Jeff Davis County ............+4
17... Tattnall County .............+4
17... Vidalia ............................+1
18... Conyers ..........................+1
18... Covingtonn ....................+1
18... Henry County ...............+4
18... Social Circle ..................+1
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Membership

Membership Growth as of April 30th, 2020

 The COVID-19 pandemic has 
had an impact on communities 
worldwide. More than ever, kids 
and communities need Kiwanis. 
To encourage existing Kiwanis 
clubs to continue to invite new 
members, the Kiwanis Interna-
tional Board approved a new 
member fee waiver to bolster 
membership and help Kiwanis 
clubs perform the service needed 
in the wake of this pandemic and 
beyond. The Board encourages 
districts and clubs to comply with 
this waiver due to the emergency 
conditions presented by the pan-
demic.
APPROVED MOTION BY 
THE KIWANIS INTERNA-
TIONAL BOARD
 That the Kiwanis International 
Board approves the waiver of the 

Temporary new member fee waiver for existing Kiwanis clubs
Kiwanis International new mem-
ber fee for any new members 
who join existing Kiwanis clubs 
between April 22, 2020, and Sep-
tember 30, 2020. Further, due to 
the emergency conditions and 
resulting effects created by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the Board 
recommends districts and clubs 
to also waive their respective new 
member fees.
NEW CLUB NOTE FROM 
THE APPROVED AUDIT 
AND FINANCE COMMIT-
TEE REPORT
 This recommendation is not 
applicable to charter members of 
new Kiwanis clubs joining during 
the same time period. Such char-
ter members will pay the appro-
priate charter member fee then 
receive a waiver of dues for the 

administrative year 2020-2021. 
This additional waiver is not ap-
plicable nor appropriate for such 
charter members.
NEW CLUB CLARIFICA-
TION
 Clubs organized* on or be-
fore December 31, 2019, do not 
receive a dues waiver for the 
2020-2021 administrative year. 
These clubs may submit addi-
tional members and be granted a 
new member fee waiver. Clubs 
organized* on or after January 
1, 2020, must submit new mem-
ber fees. These members receive 
a dues waiver for the 2020-2021 
administrative year.
DISTRICT AND CLUB NEW 
MEMBER FEES
 The Kiwanis International 
Board strongly requests districts 

and clubs to waive any new 
member fees. District Boards 
and Club Boards should meet to 
approve such waivers. Kiwanis 
International will not collect new 
member fees for districts during 
this period. If a district wishes to 
continue to collect a new member 
fee for members added through 
September 30, the district must 
invoice the club. Questions re-
garding member rosters for bill-
ing should be addressed to René 
Booker at rbooker@kiwanis.org.
DUES VERSUS FEES AT KI-
WANIS INTERNATIONAL
 In addition to a new member 
fee (the amount a member remits 
to initially join Kiwanis Interna-
tional), insurance and magazine 
subscription are fees assessed in 
subsequent years. Dues are not 

assessed to new members. An-
nual dues are billed on members 
after their initial new member pe-
riod beginning October 1.
*Organization date: The date 
the club offi cially hosts its or-
ganizational meeting. That date 
is placed on the new club infor-
mation sheet and determines the 
club’s fi rst day of business with
Kiwanis International. This date 
holds even if club roster, dues, 
and bylaws have not been offi -
cially sent to Kiwanis Interna-
tional. Charter date: The date the 
club hosts a celebratory event to 
honor the club’s formation in the 
community. The charter date is
not offi cially recorded at Kiwanis 
International.

 On Wednesday, May 13, 2020 the board and offi cers of the Swains-
boro Kiwanis Club gathered at the home of President Petite Garrett
(and Treasurer Travis Garrett) to conduct the regular business of the
club and explore options for resuming club gatherings as safety and law
will allow.  
 The meeting was hosted by Mrs. Jane Durden and extreme precau-
tions were put in place to ensure the safety of all who attended.  Each
table was spaced 10+ feet apart and a maximum of 2 people were at
each 8’ long table.  Additionally, multiple hand washing and sanitizing
stations were deployed.  
 The work of Kiwanis must go on as it is vital to fi ll the needs kids in
our communities have during this trying time, and Swainsboro Kiwanis
is setting a great example for us all!

Swainsboro Kiwanis Club  board 
and offi cers gathered to conduct 
the regular business of the club

District Raffl e

The District Raffl e Ticket will be mailed to the Club 
Secretaries June 1st

Winner could win up to 

$5,00000!

 Kids are curious, lovable and hilarious. They are also wild, impa-
tient and vulnerable. Kiwanis is looking for kids in every corner of 
the globe with over 600,000 volunteers who serve their commu-
nities through local clubs. We are generous with our time. We are 
creative with our ideas. We are passionate about making a differ-
ence. And we have fun along the way!

Kids Need Kiwanis

Serving the Serving the 
Children of Children of 

Georgia Georgia 
and the and the 
WorldWorld

KiwanisKiwanis
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Service Leadership  ProgramsService Leadership  Programs

Kids Need Kids Need 
KiwanisKiwanis

 Kiwanis International has changed how they are send-
ing recognition for K-Kids Distinguished and Honor Clubs 
this year. Rather than sending a banner patch for the club’s 
banner, they will be emailing faculty advisors of qualifying 
clubs and providing a link to download an electronic badge 

to display on the school’s website and on social media. 
 Here’s a link to the K-Kids Annual Achievement Report 

web page. Information about recognition is shared here.  
 Link:  https://www.kiwaniskids.org/en/KKids/Lead/

Contests/Annual_Achievement_Award.aspx

K-Kids Distinguished 
Club and Honor 
Club Recognition

Lyndan and Alyssa Hamlet 
from Alcova Elementary and 

Dacula Middle.

 Even though restrictions on 
large public gatherings due to the 
Covid-19 coronavirus outbreak 
prohibited the Kiwanis Club of 
Dougherty County from holding 
its annual elementary and middle 
and high school art receptions 
and displays, the club still man-
aged to hold its 40th annual event 
recognizing local art students and 
schools in an abbreviated ver-
sion. 
 Judging of entries was held 
at the Albany Area Arts Council 
building and fi rst-, second-, and 
third-place and Best of Show 
winners for grades 6-12 were an-

D o u g h e r t y  C o u n t y  A n n u a l  A r t  C o n t e s t

Best of Show winners were: First 
place, Tre’mia Hawkins, 11th 
grade, Westover High School.

Second place, Gethyn Wilson, 12th 
grade, Dougherty High School; Third place, Skylar Middle-

ton, Dougherty High School.

nounced on the club’s Facebook 
page, along with an album of pho-
tos of winning artwork. The win-
ners were also featured in a front-
page article in the Albany Herald. 
 The two “Schools of Distinc-
tion”, honored for having the 
most winning entries in their 
grade categories, were Southwest 
Georgia Homeschool Association 
Middle School and Dougherty 
High School.
 The club still hopes the disease 
outbreak will subside in time to 
hold its traditional Art Winners 
Luncheon in May. 

Leah Marie ReiserLeah Marie Reiser
Georgia CKI Governor Georgia CKI Governor 
governor@georgiacirclek.governor@georgiacirclek.orgorg

Hello Georgia Kiwanis! 
 My name is Leah Reiser and I am the 2020-2021 Georgia Circle 
K International District Governor. I am a rising senior at Georgia 
Southern University with a major in Elementary Education with a 
concentration in English as a Second Language. I am going on my 
eighth year in the Kiwanis family, four in Georgia Key Club and four 
in Georgia Circle K International. I have also previously been on the 
District Board for Georgia CKI twice, one term as the Secretary-Trea-
surer and most recently once as the Coastal Lieutenant Governor. I, 
as well as my entire board, are excited to be able to work with you all 
throughout the coming year. If you have any questions, please reach 
out to me at governor@georgiacirclek.org. Also, you can reach out to 
any of the district board or any of the Circle K clubs in your division. 
We would be happy to hear from you all and to interact with your 
clubs. You are all also welcome to attend any of our virtual meetings 
or service projects. During this time the Kiwanis family we have in 
Georgia is very important to us and we would love to continue this 
relationship. Georgia Kiwanis has been a wonderful support system 
to Georgia CKI throughout the years and I thank-you all for that. I 
look forward to working alongside you all in the upcoming year!

Community Service ProjectsCommunity Service Projects
The Kiwanis Club of Tattnall County: 
Another great example of Kiwanis leading the way in a community

 The Kiwanis Club of Tattnall County swung into
action last week (April 20-24) after being alerted that
residents of the counties two nursing homes were es-
sentially in lock down to help keep them safe from the
threat of Covid-19.  In an unprecedented effort to keep
the residents safe, the administration of both facilities
not only suspended outside visitors, but also suspended
non-essential outside vendors.  This includes the ven-
dor that supplies snacks and drinks to the machines.
 For most residents, this freedom to “shop” for snacks
and drinks out of the machine is our equivalent to an
outing to Wal-Mart.  To take away one of the limited
freedoms and joys in these resident’s life, just did not
sit well with the local Kiwanians.  After making some
calls to source snacks and drinks, the members set to
work preparing enough snack sacks for 83 residents at
the Reidsville location and 124 at the Glennville loca-
tion.  The snack sacks were delivered on Friday, April
24 and distributed by the nursing home care team on
Sunday, to the delight of the residents.  To expand the
impact of this program, members of Tattnall’s Kiwan-
is challenged other civic groups to do the same.  The
Chamber of Commerce plans to serve the residents this
week.
 Another great example of Kiwanis leading the way
in a community and inspiring other civic groups to step
up as well!

 On Monday night, May 11th, Ralph Jones, Fair Manager and Johnie 
McDaniel, Club Secretary, attended the Griffi n-Spalding County Air-
port Authority meeting. At that time, Chairman Randy Peters presented 
the Kiwanis Club of Griffi n with the warranty Deed for our property. 
We now offi cially own the property.
 Photo to Right

Kiwanis Club of Griffi n received the Deed 
for their property
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Community Service ProjectsCommunity Service Projects
 Normally on Thursday of every 
week the Kiwanis Club of Mar-
ietta Golden K meets at the Tim 
Lee Senior Center off Sandy 
Plains Rd. in Marietta for their 
regular meeting.  The 1st Thurs-
day monthly meeting is some-
what special because Kiwan-
is club members are reminded via 
the weekly News Letter and Club 
Calendar to bring in non-perish-
able (canned) food for donation 
to  MUST MINISTRIES.
 As the Kiwanians enter the 
meeting room, the donated food 
is deposited in a central loca-
tion.  At the conclusion of the 
meeting, the food is collected 
and taken to the MUST MINIS-
TRIES warehouse   in Marietta. 
The MUST MINISTRIES food 
donation project has been on-go-
ing for some time and Kiwanis 
Club of Marietta Golden K mem-
bers gladly contribute!
 However, that’s the 
way it worked in the 
pre COVID-19 days. The Coro-
na Virus has changed everything, 
and because of OVID-19, the Tim 
Lee Senior Center is now closed 
until further notice. 
 The   Kiwanis Club of Mari-
etta Golden K no longer meets 
as a group at least until the fi rst 
week in May. Yet despite those 
challenges, the Kiwanis Club of 
Marietta Golden K “ keeps on 
keeping on” as the MUST MIN-
ISTRY food donation project 
continues.
 This announcement was posted 
in the Kiwanis Club of Marietta 
Golden K newsletter that recently  
went out to members:    “During 
this stressful time, it is more im-
portant than ever that we help to 
stock the  shelves at Must Min-
istries. On Thursday, April 2nd 

 KIWANIS Keep on, Keeping on
from 9:00 am to 10:30 am.
 Mike Gerace will have his car 
parked at the East Cobb (Tim 
Lee) Senior
Center for the purpose of pick-
ing up food for the needy. Please 
bring your donations to the Senior 
Center, drive under the portico, 
deposit your food on the ground 
and drive off. Mike will pick up 
the food and stow it. This accom-
plishes the social distancing and 
non-contact requirements of the 

CDC. At 10:30 he will transport 
the food to the Must Ministries 
warehouse.
 At this time, it seems critical 
that we continue this program, so 
thank you for assuring that oth-
ers can have nutritious, safe food 
during this time.”
 So, rest assured MUST MINIS-
TRIES (everyone else) in know-
ing that the Kiwanis Club of Mar-
ietta Golden K will fi nd a way to 
“Keep on ... Keeping on.“

 Since the pandemic several members have been involved in several 
efforts for help the community.  Judy Allen raised money and sent 
creams and lotions to nurses and the medical professionals.  Ron Jack-
son donated blood along with others.  Thousands of dollars have been 
donated to the North Fulton Community Charities, which provided 
lunches for students and others in need. 

Historic RoswellHistoric Roswell

Tom Hughes member of the Historic Roswell Kiwanis Club donated 
and delivered $500 worth of groceries to the Food Bank of North Fulton 
Community Charites. This community service project was inspired by 
the Historic Roswell Kiwanis Club.

 Kiwanis of Lawrenceville purchased 100 hot meals for lunch from 
Longhorn for the doctors and nurses at Northside Hospital Gwinnett on 
April 23. Steak potatoes and broccoli, strawberry grilled chicken salad.

Kiwanis of Lawrenceville

Angela Hamlet purchased lunch for Post Of-
fi ce employees at the Dacula branch.

Angela Hamlet and Law-
renceville ministry’s execu-

tive director Tom Balog.

Angela Hamlet

Skidaway Island couple uses 
home time to grow Kiwan-
is fl ags fundraiser program

By Andria Segedy
 American fl ags and programs that help children at risk are a combo in motion for
Bill and Chris Aiken Sickels, members of the Kiwanis Club of Skidaway.
 The Kiwanis fl ag program called Show Our Colors is open to residents of Skidaway
Island, but right now participants are from the Landings and the Marshes’ villas and
cottages. Neighbors donate $50 to Kiwanis, and club members will place two Amer-
ican fl ags in the donors’ yards or front of villa doors at The Marshes on each of four
national holidays: Presidents’ Day, Memorial Day, Fourth of July, and Veterans’ Day,
according to Chris Aiken Sickels.
 “We place them two days ahead and pick them up two days after,” she said. “Right
now we have about 600 subscribers that live at The Landings or at The Marshes (the
Senior Residence) on Skidaway.”
 The Show Our Colors Flag Program raises over $27,000 per year, she said, adding
that the Kiwanis Club of Skidaway’s goal is to help children in and around Savannah
have better lives and grow into productive responsible citizens.
 Money raised through the program is then distributed to a number of nonprofi t
groups that help children at risk. Those benefi ciaries include America’s Second Har-
vest of Coastal Georgia, Backpack Buddies, Love Program (tutoring in the Savannah
school system), Performance Initiatives, Savannah Early Childhood Education, Spe-
cial Olympics, and Youth Challenge Academy, among others.
 The couple took over the program two years ago from Keith and Joyce Glenn,
who started it almost eight years ago. “We are always looking at ways of expanding
this program. We decided to add the base to give Kiwanis recognition,” Chris Aiken
Sickels said, and better support the fl ags. continued on page 6
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 The coronavirus has caused people to self-isolate and stay at home,
so people cut back or stopped playing golf, tennis, shooting sporting
clays, and attending meetings. They found this a perfect time to work
on a project they love and that 
allows residents of Skidaway 
Island to show their patriotism 
while helping local children at 
risk, she said.
The program has become the Ki-
wanis’ largest fundraiser with up-
ward potential, she said, because 
many in the community were still 
unaware of Show Our Colors.
 They analyzed the program 
from the ground up, changed the 
material of the fl ags, changed the 
advertising about the program, 
and upgraded the computer re-
cord-keeping to keep everyone’s 
records up-to-date and simplify 
the billing procedures.
Flag base
 Then they looked at the presentation. To more closely identify with
Kiwanis, a new base for the fl ags was designed and constructed by Bill
Sickels and many Kiwanis volunteers, Chris Aiken Sickels said.
 “The new base is the answer to all of the challenges we had with fl ag
placement,” Bill Sickels said, noting the following changes:
 • It is now impossible for the fl ags to touch the ground.
 • The base is much easier to place into the ground than “sticking
each fl ag in separately,” which helps the fl ag setters when placing the
fl ags and the landscapers when cutting lawns.
 • The base identifi es the fl ags as coming from Kiwanis.
 The challenge was to buy, cut, sand, drill, route, varnish and apply
the new logo to 700 new bases and have them all ready by Memorial
Day.
 “The quarantine on the island was the silver lining we were looking
for in a very bad situation,” Bill Sickels said.
 Kiwanis members decided they could “play by the rules,” keep their
distance, wear masks, gloves, etc., and work together in small groups
to begin the construction process of the bases, Chris Aiken Sickels
said.
 Bill Sickels found volunteers who still had workshops in their
homes. He rounded up chop saws, drill presses, routers, sanders, paint
brushes, tarps and more, she said.
 The will make their deadline and be ready for Memorial Day on
May 25, they both said, “all because of the quarantine.” With the iden-
tifi cation of the new fl ag base, they hope more patriots will want to
become patrons in our program.
 This Memorial Day seems like an especially good time to be show-
ing the colors and proving that the community is in this together, they
said.
 For Skidaway Island residents to become a member of the Show Our
Colors Program, contact Bill and Chris Aiken Sickels at 912-598-9123
or cbaiken@aol.com.

Flags Fundraiser Program from page 5

 The Kiwanis Club of 
North Macon has donated 
food and supplies to Day-
break three times since the 
pandemic.  
 We are now encouraging 
members to add an item 
to their grocery list and 
bring it to the meeting each 
week.

The Kiwanis Club of North Macon do-
nated food and supplies to Daybreak

Local news media gather at the 
Kiwanis Ogeechee Fairgrounds 
as Georgia and Bulloch County 
offi cials announce a COVID-19 
specimen collection site on 
Wednesday, March 18. - photo by 
By SCOTT BRYANT/staff.

Specimen collection site opens at fairgrounds
 Effi ngham County resident 
tests positive for COVID-19; 
Bulloch schools to close through 
at least April 10

THANK 
YOU

Kiwanis Club President-elect 
Kevin Blosser hands out a 

lunch to fi rst responder Sgt. 
Tony Brown of the Griffi n 

Police Department on Wednes-
day outside of the Kiwanis 
Fairgrounds in Griffi n. The 

Kiwanis Club was showing its 
appreciation by handing out free 

lunches to all fi rst responders 
said President Butch Dixon.

Photos by John Sullivan

The Kiwanis Club of Griffi n pre-
pared and handed out free lunch-
es to fi rst responders Wednesday 

at the Kiwanis Fairgrounds in 
Griffi n. The Club wanted to show 
its appreciation for all that fi rst 
responders do, especially during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Pic-

tured from left are Donna Glass, 
Teresa Watson, David Hayden, 
President-elect Kevin Blosser, 

cook Jenny Dawn, Griffi n Mayor 
Doug Hollberg (with the fi rst dog 
of Griffi n, Tab), Amy Dunham, 

and President Butch Dixon.

 The Swainsboro Kiwanis Club recently made a donation 
to David Emanuel Academy to be used by their elementary 
science department.  Ms. Dana Durden, who teaches fi rst 
grade science, will be using the donation toward the pur-
chase of a greenhouse project and a classroom set of books 
to complement the study.
Science education encourages an attitude of inquiry in the 
world around us; excites an interest in the nature and pro-
cess of science; and explores the relationship of science to 
society, technology, mathematics, and other disciplines. 
Through this addition to DEA’s science curriculum, their 
students will gain a foundation of process skills, leading to 
organized reasoning, analytical thinking, and problem solv-
ing abilities.  Once again, Swainsboro Kiwanis shows its 
dedication to improving the world one child and one com-
munity at a time.

Swainsboro Kiwanis Club Makes Donation to DEA

Pictured from left to right: Haylee Free, head of 
school; Dana Durden, fi rst grade teacher; and 
Petite Garrett, president of the Swainsboro Ki-
wanis Club
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Oconee County 5 5 
West Jackson 12 13 
Winder 20 20 
Division Totals 195 192
DIVISION 8
David  Bates, Lt. Governor  
Cumming 24 24 
Duluth-Norcross 16 10 
Gainesville 136 141 5 of 5 
Lawrenceville 20 25 
North Gwinnett 46 46 
South Hall County - Oakwood 17 17
Suwanee 21 23 
Division Totals 280 295 
DIVISION 9
Ike Thomas, Lt. Governor
Crawford County 17 22 5 of 5
Forsyth - Monroe County 35 49 5 of 5
Fort Valley 29 29
Jones County 22 23 5 of 5
Macon 44 42 
Macon County 27 34 
Milledgeville 27 28 5 of 5 
North Macon 19 19 5 of 5
Perry 25 26 
Taylor County 25 24 
Warner Robins 18 18
Division Totals 288 314
DIVISION 10
Jim Carr, Lt. Governor
Blairsville 16 19 5 of 5 
Blue Ridge 51 55 5 of 5
Clarkesville 16 17 
Cleveland 22 26 
Cornelia 36 37 5 of 5
Dahlonega/Lumpkin County 21 22  
Dawson County 12 13 
Gilmer Counnty 23 21 5 of 5
Jasper/Pickens County 21 7  
Rabun County 15 15 
Toccoa 14 14 
Division Totals 247 246
DIVISION 11
Brett James, Lt. Governor
Cartersville 19 20 5 of 5
Dalton 62 62 5 of 5
Murray County 15 15 5 of 5
Ringgold 18 17 5 of 5
Rome 23 23 5 of 5 
Salacoa Valley 2 2 
Division Totals 139 140
DIVISION 12
Bill Braswell, Lt. Governor
Bowdon 22 23 
Carrollton 95 94 5 of 5
Carrollton Golden K 37 37 5 of 5
Cedartown 26 32 
Douglas County 17 17 5 of 5
Fairfi eld Plantation 27 28 5 of 5
Heard County 10 10 
Rockmart 16 19 
Villa Rica - Temple 16 21 5 of 5
Division Totals 266 281    
DIVISION 13
Kyle Thomlinnson, Lt. Governor
Adel 19 17            
Cordele 47 50 
Fitzgerald 22 24  
Moultrie 137 140  
Quitman 21 16
Sylvester 33 36 
Tifton 21 21  
Turner County 21 21 
Valdosta 25 22  

DIVISION 1
Jeff Minton, Lt. Governor
Atlanta 241 242 5 of 5 
Galleria-Northwest Atlanta 17 19 5 of 5
Northside Atlanta 29 30 
Division Totals 287 291 
DIVISION 2
Pattricia M. Morrison, Lt. Governor
Barnesville 23 24
Columbus 51 57 5 of 5
Golden K, Columbus 26 25 
Greater Columbus 44 44 5 of 5
Griffi n 115 119 5 of 5
Harris County 15 14 5 of 5
LaGrange 48 48 5 of 5 
Manchester 14 14 
North Columbus 8 8 
Pike County 32 32 
Spalding County 11 9 
Thomaston 37 40 
West Point 8 7 
Division Totals 432 441
DIVISION 3
Blake Bass, Lt. Governor
Coweta County 77 79 5 of 5
Fayette County 21 20 
Fayetteville/Greater Atlanta 24 7
Grantville 9 10 
Metro-Fayette 11 11 5 of 5
Newnan 97 97 5 of 5 
Peachtree City 31 31 5 of 5
White Oak Golden K 64 65 
Division Totals 334 320
DIVISION 4
Abbie C. Cumming, Lt. Governor
Brunswick 49 52 
Jesup 45 44 
Pooler 8 11
Richmond Hill 23 24 
Saint Marys 82 85 5 of 5
Savannah 13 11 
Skidaway 104 116 2 of 5
Waycross 23 22 
Division Totals 347 365
DIVISION 5
Kathy Megahee, Lt. Governor
Albany 25 25 
Albany Golden K 16 17  
Americus 74 76 
Bainbridge 18 16 
Cairo 49 51
Cairo-Morningstar 13 12 
Dougherty County 70 67 4 of 5
Lee County 15 15 
Mitchell-Baker 13 13
Thomasville 73 73  
Division Totals 366 365
DIVISION 6
Ron Carden, Lt. Governor
Augusta 200 179 
Columbia County 9 10 
Louisville 24 24 
Thomson 27 24  
Uptown Augusta 18 19 
Warrenton 21 20 
Washington 21 22 
Division Totals 320 298
DIVISON 7
Mike Hill, Lt. Governor
Athens 35 31 
Classic City 16 17 5 of 5 
Commerce 44 44 
Hartwell 38 39 
Jefferson 25 23 

Total Reported Members at 10/1/19...........................5,313
Total Reported Members 04/30/20 ............................5,405
Total Clubs as of 10/1/19 ............................................   150
Total Clubs as of 04/30/20 ..........................................   150

B
eg. M

em
bers

C
urrent M

em
bers

D
onations to

D
istrict P

rojects

B
eg. M

em
bers

C
urrent M

em
bers

D
onations to

D
istrict P

rojects

B
eg. M

em
bers

District Totals

C
urrent M

em
bers

D
onations to

D
istrict P

rojects

Division Totals 346 347
DIVISION 14
Samantha Griner, Lt. Governor
Alpharetta-Milton 11 11 
Brookhaven-Chamblee   NC
Doraville-Tucker 14 15 5 of 5
Druid Hills 17 17 
Historic Roswell 42 44 
Sandy Springs 1 0 CS
Division Totals 85 104
DIVISION 15
Henry Lust, Lt. Governor
Georgia Online 16 17 5 of 5 
Greater Cherokee 34 44 5 of 5
Greater South Cobb 11 14 5 of 5
Jonquil City 31 31 5 of 5
Kennworth Golden K 22 22 5 of 5
Lost Mountain 63 63 5 of 5
Marietta 226 215 5 of 5
Marietta Golden K 99 97 5 of 5
Metro Marietta 25 26 
Smyrna 6 6 
Division Totals 532 535
DIVISION 16
Thomas H.  Legall, Lt. Governor 
Central Dekalb 13 13 
Forest Park 16 16 5 of 5
Jonesboro 17 18 5 of 5
Lithonia-Stonecrest 34 36 
Metro Atlanta 53 54 
Old Campbell 4 4 
West End, Atlanta 12 16 5 of 5
Division Totals 149 157
DIVISION 17
Dan Bennett, Lt. Governor
Baxley 36 37 
Brooklet 36 38 5 of 5
Douglas 27 32 5 of 5
Dublin 16 13 
Eastman-Dodge County 13 13 
Jeff Davis County 14 16
Metter 31 28 
Statesboro 118 116 5 of 5
Swainsboro 34 33 5 of 5
Tattnall County 29 33 5 of 5 
5Vidalia 114 118 
Division Totals 468 477
DIVISION 18
Kim Maxwell, Lt. Governor
Conyers 22 23 5 of 5
Covington 63 64 
Eatonton 23 23  
Henry County 45 51 5 of 5
Madison 43 40 5 of 5
Monroe 17 17 
Social Circle 18 19 
Division Totals 231 237

Georgia District Total 5313 5405
150 Clubs as of Oct. 1, 2019
Current Membership from KI Membership Reports
Beginning Memberships Certifi ed per Kiwanis International
legend: NC=New Club; CS=Club Suspended
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Patsy Shirley
Art & Music Showcase Chair
shirleypa@lee.k12.ga.us

Kiwanis
Serving 

the 
Children of 

Georgia 
and the 
World

Elaine V. Stone, President
Georgia Kiwanis District Foundation
evstone426@gmail.com

 This has been a hard time for Kiwanians due to the COVID-19 virus. 
Hopefully, everyone has been able to stay at home and participate in 
regular Kiwanis meetings with Zoom or other types of online commu-
nication. A lot of the Division Rallies have been cancelled and may 
or may not be rescheduled. Everyone should be aware that Kiwanis 
International Convention has been cancelled for this year.
 All clubs are encouraged to have meetings online as much as possi-
ble and do what you can to assist local organizations by helping supply 
food, mask, gloves and other necessities to local hospitals and health 
organizations throughout the state. 
 A lot of clubs continue to work on great projects that assist our Key 
Clubs and other youth related organizations. The Foundation is always 
available to assist when the required paperwork is completed and sub-
mitted. You may be eligible for up to $5,000 depending on the club 
project. If you have questions about how to apply for assistance, con-
tact a foundation board member. 
 Hopefully, everything will soon be back to normal and we will be 
able to have regular meetings and get together without worrying about 
the virus.

John C. Holley
District Coordinator, The Eliminate Project
jholley40@comcast.net

THE ELIMINATE PROJECT UPDATE

  HAVE I DONE MY PART? 
There is a saying that, “It is more 
blessed to give than to receive.”  
I wonder if this saying was trying 
to stimulate our moral conscious-
ness to reach out to help those 
who are less fortunate than we 
are.
A s Kiwanians, I think we un-
derstand this saying very well.  
Our fi rst two objects of our six 
objects seem to suggest that fact.  
With the advent of The Eliminate 
Project, our horizon has been ex-
panded globally   for the second 
time in our history, and we tru-
ly understand the importance of 
giving.
But, newborns and mothers are 
still dying in unacceptably large 
numbers from maternal and neo-
natal tetanus (MNT).  Although 
we have gone from a baby dying 
from MNT, every 9 minutes to 
a baby dying every 15 minutes, 
12 countries are still begging for 
our help to eliminate this dread-
ful disease.  The question still 
remains, “HAVE I DONE MY 
PART?”
 To date, our efforts have 
been very fruitful.  Kiwan-
is International has total paid 
gifts of $87,650,039. This is 
80% of its fundraising goal of 

$110,000,000. It is commendable 
that thousands of Kiwanians in 
over 80 countries have joined to 
fi ght to save or protect millions 
of lives by pledging a gift to The 
Eliminate Project.  Now we have 
to insure that we turn these com-
mitments into funding.  We still 
have time.
In the Georgia District, we made 
a pledge of $3,799,250 as our 
part, in support of Kiwanis Inter-
national’s fundraising goal.  As 
of 31 March 2020, we have cash 
and pledges of $2,294,004 to-
ward fulfi lling our goal.  84% of 
our clubs have participated in this 
effort.  This means that 24 of our 
clubs have not contributed to The 
Project.  We are asking that these 
clubs consider making a contribu-
tion.  If you are an individual and 
have not made a personal contri-
bution to The Eliminate Project, 
we are also asking that you con-
sider making a contribution.  You 
should make your contributions 
through your club, and you and 
your club both will receive credit 
for participating in The Project.  
 At the start of The Eliminate 
Project, Kiwanis International’s 
goal of raising $110,000,000 was 
established, based on a proposi-
tion that our fundraising efforts 

would yield an amount that 
equated to $474.00 per member.  
During the life of The Eliminate 
Project, the Georgia District has 
received club donations ranging 
from $10.00 to $156,569 and in-
dividual donations ranging from 
$0.25 to $100,000. So, as you try 
to answer the question, “HAVE I 
DONE MY PART?”, I would ask 
that you not just use the metrics, 
above, to answer the question.  
I would suggest that you might 
want to think about a deadly dis-
ease that steals the lives of more 
than 30,000 innocent babies and 
signifi cant number of women 
each year.  Think about a painful 
and deadly disease that causes 
extreme sensitivity to light, to 
sound and contact, and prevents 
the comfort of a mother’s touch 
as her baby dies alone.  So, the 
fi rst piece to help you to answer 
to the question may be to make 
a contribution to The Eliminate 
Project, at any level that makes 
you feel comfortable and good 
about yourself. By helping to 
protect the connection between 
mother and baby, you may an-
swer that,” I HAVE DONE MY 
PART!”

 It is with great sadness that the fi nal decision has been made to CAN-
CEL the 2020 Georgia District of Kiwanis Art & Music Showcase.  
 There was hope to be able to reschedule the event sometime within 
this Kiwanis year.  However, with much discussion and shared infor-
mation from our clubs around the state, Governor Andy Pipkin and I 
made this diffi cult decision to CANCEL the annual event.
 These are unprecedented times with so many unknowns before us.  I 
hope that each of my Kiwanis brothers and sisters are remaining vigi-
lant, taking care of yourself during this COVID-19 Pandemic.
 Blessings to you all!

Debbie Brilling
Auditory Verbal  Center
dbrilling@avcheares.org

 Unfortunately, due to the 
COVID Pandemic, a lot of busi-
nesses and organizations have 
had to close their doors tempo-
rarily or even permanently. This 
has been a trying time for many 

families fi lled with uncertainty 
and stress. 
 For families with deaf and hard 

of hearing children, it is crucial 
that they attend their weekly Au-
ditory-Verbal Therapy sessions so 
their children can stay on track on 
becoming independent listening 
and speaking individuals. Unfor-

tunately, due to 
the short window 
of time in child 
d e v e l o p m e n t , 
this is not some-
thing that we can 
push “pause” on 
and resume when 
things get back 
to normal. Since 
March, while the 
state has been on 
Shelter-In-Place 
and Social Dis-
tancing Restric-

tions, we have transitioned 100% 
of our clients to Teletherapy so 
they can continue to receive Au-

ditory-Verbal Therapy remotely. 
 This was not an easy switch 
for the many lower income fam-
ilies who do not have equipment 
to be able to do Teletherapy but 
fortunately, due to generous sup-
porters, we were able to loan out 
Teletherapy Kits complete with 
tablets and speakers to the fam-
ilies so they can continue to re-
ceive the therapy they need. 
 Because of your generous con-
tributions to the “Buck-n-Ear” 
Project, we are able to continue 
serving these families via Tele-
therapy so they don’t fall behind 
and miss out on the services they 
need. 
While we miss seeing our clients 
in person every day, we are grate-
ful to be able to see their smiling 

Staying Strong Through 
COVID Pandemic

and chatty selves via Zoom!
 Our clients are truly grateful 
and so are we. Thank you for your 
support.
BUCK-N-EAR PROJECT: 
 The Buck-n-Ear Project was 
founded in 1984 and is considered 
a Young Children Priority One 
Signature Project for the Geor-
gia District. For each member in 
the club, the Club donates $4.00 
to the Auditory-Verbal Center to 
give the gift of voice and sound. 
 For more information, please 
contact me at (404) 633-8911 or 
dbrilling@avchears.org

Kids Need 
Kiwanis
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